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Editorial 

 

 

Celebrating 30 Years of Collaboration, Education, and Innovation! 

 

This year marks a remarkable milestone for our cytometry community. We celebrate 30 years since 

the foundation of the European Working Group on Clinical Cell Analysis (EWGCCA) in 1996, the 

initiative that ultimately evolved into the European Society for Clinical Cell Analysis (ESCCA) as we know 

it today. While the transition itself to ESCCA was formally established in 2006, the mission that brought 

us together began a decade earlier: to advance clinical cell analysis through collaboration, education, 

standardization, and scientific excellence. 

  

When EWGCCA was established, flow cytometry was already an increasingly important laboratory 

technology, but many of the applications that we now consider routine were still a work in progress. 

A small group of European centers joined forces with a shared vision: to collaborate across borders, 

exchange expertise, and promote harmonised approaches that would strengthen the role of flow 

cytometry in clinical practice. Looking back, it is clear that this vision has stood the test of time. 

  

Over the past three decades, our community has experienced important advances in standardisation, 

quality assurance, education, and scientific dissemination. European courses, conferences, 

collaborative projects, guidelines, and educational resources have helped countless professionals 

acquire new skills, improve laboratory practice, and implement innovative applications and have 

helped establish Europe as a global reference in many aspects of clinical cytometry. Many of the 

concepts that today are widely accepted were shaped through discussions, collaborations, and 

initiatives supported by EWGCCA and later by ESCCA. 

  

Perhaps even more importantly, these achievements have fostered the creation of a genuine 

community. ESCCA has always been a place where scientists, clinicians, laboratory professionals, and 

industry partners can meet as colleagues, exchange ideas openly, and learn from one another. The 

diversity of backgrounds, disciplines, and nationalities represented within our society remains one of 

our greatest strengths. It is also a key reason why ESCCA has continued to grow in relevance and 

international visibility over the years. 
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As we celebrate this anniversary, it is also worth recognising that everything continues to evolve, 

bringing both new challenges and exciting possibilities. Advances in high-dimensional flow cytometry, 

data analysis, automation, artificial intelligence, and increasingly sophisticated clinical applications are 

creating exciting opportunities.  

  

There will be no better opportunity to celebrate this shared journey than our upcoming conference in 

Salzburg this September. Beyond an outstanding scientific programme, the meeting will offer the 

opportunity to reconnect with colleagues, establish new collaborations, share experiences, and reflect 

on how far our field has come and where it is heading next. 

  

Whether you have been part of this journey from the beginning or have joined more recently, this 

anniversary belongs to all of us. The success of ESCCA has been built by generations of dedicated 

members, volunteers, educators, speakers, collaborators, supporters, and sponsors whose collective 

efforts have enabled the society to grow in relevance and international visibility over the years. 

  

As we celebrate this milestone, it is important to recognize the vision and dedication of those who 

established EWGCCA three decades ago and laid the foundations upon which ESCCA continues to grow 

today. On behalf of the Society, I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this remarkable 

journey and to these first thirty years of achievements. 

  

I look forward to celebrating this milestone together in Salzburg and to continuing our collective effort 

to advance clinical flow cytometry in the years to come. 

 

 

 

  

Juan Flores-Montero, ESCCA President 
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 ESCCA 2026  

 

 

As we wrote nine months ago, sixty years after The Sound of Music made the hills of Salzburg come 

alive, the cells too will come alive at the ESCCA Conference 2026 in this wonderful setting. In two 

weeks, around 400 delegates from 48 countries will bring science, collaboration, and discovery to a 

city that knows how to resonate. 

 

Salzburg, the famous city of Mozart, the Salzburger Festival and the Sound of Music, with its  

Baroque Old Town and roughly 1,000 historic buildings, will enchant you. The archbishops’ special 

status earned Salzburg the nickname “Rome of the North”. Strolling through the narrow streets, you 

immediately feel it: history here isn’t just visible — it’s alive. 

 

Around 1 September, registered delegates will receive a personalised invitation to download our 

brand-new Conference App. The app is easy to navigate, with everything accessible from the home 

page and enhanced networking features. Add a short biography to your profile, post a ‘Quest’ by asking 

a question or sharing an idea, chat with a fellow attendee or invite them to a meeting.  

 

A strong line-up of experienced and emerging speakers will spark interest and discussions on key topics 

in the field. Be inspired by major experts in the field of hematology and immunology. The programme 

will offer a variety of plenary keynote lectures, interactive case presentations, joint sessions with ICCS, 

the Austrian Cytometry Society and ESID, best oral abstract presentations and two parallel tracks on 

Hematology-Oncology and Immunology. The posters will be on display during the whole Conference 

in the spacious Exhibition Hall overlooking the Mirabell Park.  

We extend our warm welcome to all sponsors; it is their generous support that makes our Conference 

come alive. Our industrial partners will have several opportunities to give scientific presentations and 

corporate lectures, which you are encouraged to attend. 

 

Socialising is an important aspect of the programme as well. On Wednesday, join us at the Welcome 

Reception in the Exhibition area; an ideal opportunity to meet old friends again and make new ones, 

but also to visit the Exhibition.  

The cells are alive…  
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We thank the Mayor of the City of Salzburg and the Governor of the Province for having offered ESCCA 

participants the chance to attend a Chamber Concert on Thursday (fully booked). It will take place in 

the baroque Marble Hall of the nearby Mirabell Palace. Once upon a time, the Mozart family made 

music here for the archbishops of Salzburg.  

             
 

Our traditional Conference Dinner on Friday takes us to another historic setting: St. Peter 

Stiftkulinarium, Europe’s oldest restaurant in the heart of Salzburg old town, in the monastery complex 

of the Benedictine archabbey of St. Peter.  In the year 803, the St. Peter “abbey cellar” was mentioned 

in the records for the first time by Alcuin of York, a courtier of Charlemagne. 

There may still be a few tickets available, but these must be ordered BEFORE the Conference. Please 

contact the Registration Office registration@parthen.nl before 1 September.  

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you in Salzburg! 
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ESCCA 2026 - PREMIER SPONSORS 

 

 

 

At ESCCA 2026, discover how advanced fow cytometry solutions are helping you 

to bridge the gap between research insights and clinical decision-making.  
 

Don’t miss a session that’s sure to spark ideas.  

Speaker: Wolfgang Kern (MLL Munich) & Alan Dunlop (NHS Royal Marsden)  

Title: Broadening the Spectrum: An International Collaboration in MRD Detection  

Date: Thursday, Sept 10, at 11:15 a.m. 

 

Stop at our booth and chat with us about:  

  Advancing MRD research  
Learn how phenotypic and genotypic approaches can work together on one fow 
cytometry platform to support the next generation of MRD assessment. 

  Simplifying clinical workfows  
Discover automated sample preparation designed to improve consistency and 
eficiency in routine testing. 

 

Meet-the-Experts 

Join our satellite sessions:  

• Tanino Albanese, Austria 
Automating superRCA Assays on Biomek i-Series 
ical-Download  
 

• Michael Dworzak/Michael Reiter & Chrysanthi Tsamadou, Austria/Germany 
              From assay consistency to AI-driven insights 
              ical-Download  

 
• Alan Dunlop, UK 

From worksheets to workfows: Automation in the everyday lab 
ical-Download  
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Join Waters Biosciences (formerly BD Biosciences) at ESCCA 2026 to discover how our 
integrated portfolio of instruments, reagents, software, informatics, and expertise 
supports laboratories from routine diagnostics to advanced disease monitoring and 
clinical research.  

Visit our stand and take the journey to Standardize diagnostic workflows, Advance 
myeloma care with ultrasensitive MM MRD testing, and Transform your laboratory with 
the new standard in spectral flow cytometry. 

Book time for your live demos on BD FACSDiscover™ A7 spectral fow cytometry and 
BD Infnicyt™ software. 

Explore what is new in the onco-hematology portfolio, in BD software and more. 

Join Waters’ Industrial Partner Presentation on Wednesday, September 9 at 4:00 PM, 
featuring Prof. Francesco Buccisano talking on “Transforming AML Diagnostics: The 
Value of Standardized Approaches in Clinical Practice” 

We are looking forward to welcoming you. 

Do not miss Waters Biosciences (formerly BD Biosciences) booth !! 

 

MM MRD Kit and BD Infinicyt™ are in vitro diagnostic medical device bearing a CE mark 
 

BD FACSDiscover™ A7 is for Research Use Only. Not for use in diagnostic or therapeutic procedures. 
 
BD Flow Cytometers are Class 1 Laser Products. 
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ESCCA 2026 PLATINUM SPONSORS 

 

     

 

Visit Cytek At ESCCA 2026 

 

Visit Cytek at Booth PL2 and join us for our Industrial Partner Presentation on Friday, September 

11, 2026, at 12:15 pm. 

Mikael Roussel, MD, Ph.D., Hematology Laboratory & INSERM U1236 at University Hospital 

Pontchaillou, will present "Do We Really Need 40 Colors? Rethinking Spectral Cytometry For 

Routine Diagnostics And MRD Monitoring." 

 

In this presentation, Dr. Roussel will explore how spectral flow cytometry can maximize clinical value 

through optimized 15–20 color single-tube assays, delivering greater efficiency, deeper biological 

insights, and improved measurable residual disease (MRD) detection. 

 

For more information about Cytek’s products and solutions, please visit https://cytekbio.com/. 

 

 

 
 
 

Sysmex is excited to connect with you at the ESCCA 2026 conference in Salzburg! 

 
Join our Industrial Partner Presentation (in the Plenary room): 

• Date: Wednesday, 9 September: 15:00-15:30  

• Title: Integrating Flow Cytometry into Diagnostic Workflow 

• Speaker: Dr. Dennis Hoffmann 

Stop by our booth to 

• chat with our specialists about how thoughtful automation, traceability and compatibility of a 
seamless solution can increase your focus on patient care – within and beyond the clinical 
flow cytometry laboratory 

• learn about the new expanded capabilities of our clinical flow cytometer                  

 
See you there! 
 
Explore and learn more below:  
www.sysmex-europe.com/clinical-flow 
https://www.sysmex-europe.com/products/flow-cytometry/clinical-flow-cytometry/work-area-
management-software/ 
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ESCCA 2027: Save the date  

 

Mark your calendars: ESCCA 2026 will be held from 8 - 11 September 2027.  

The destination will be announced during the Closing session in Salzburg. 

 

ESCCA Elections: Reminder call for votes 

 

Following the Call for Financial Auditors two members have submitted their candidacy. Their CV and 

motivation can be found in membership section, at the ESCCA Elections page.  

In addition, votes can be cast for the final version of the ESCCA Statutes. The draft, approved by the 

General Assembly in 2024, has been reviewed by the notary. Your final vote for the official revised 

Statutes is needed, so we’d like to invite all members to vote. 

A Call for Votes has been e-mailed to all members on 17 August, but the voting form can be accessed 

via the aforementioned webpage as well. You can vote until 9 September 12:00 hrs. CEST. 

The results will be announced during the General Assembly on Thursday 10 September.  

 

ESCCA Schools 

 

XIII. Virtual Prague School on Flow Cytometry 

Practical and interactive course on advanced applications in hematology-oncology and immunology.  

Dates: 19-22 October 2026. 

 

Extended deadline for application: 30 September 2026.  

Download the flyer via the ESCCA website https://www.escca.eu/meetings. 

  



 
10 

 

Other meetings 

 

27 September-1 October 2026 Mediterranean School of Flow Cytometry for Immunology, Rhodes 

Island, Greece 

5-7 October 2026  The INSERM Workshop 291 - "Multiparametric Cytometry Data 

Analysis: Stairway to High-Content", Montpellier, France 

13 October 2026  EuroFlow Pre-ESID Flow Cytometry Workshop 
    Maastricht, the Netherlands  

25-27 November 2026        1st Mediterranean Meeting on Flow Cytometry, 
Granada, Spain 

 
8-11 September 2027         ESCCA 2027 Conference   

 

More details and links at https://www.escca.eu/meetings 

 

 

Follow ESCCA 

 

  


