
PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2026

09.00-12.30 WS1: Practical AML MRD Pediatric and Adult Approaches 

Organisers Margarita Maurer-Granofszky (Vienna, AT) and Francesco Buccisano (Rome, IT)

Level: Intermediate level flow cytometrists
Max. 30 participants

09:00 Welcome 

09.00-10.00 Introductory lectures addressing the overarching framework of AML MRD, including 

current guidelines, clinical applications, and challenges in standardization 

Francesco Buccisano / Michael 

Dworzak (Vienna, AT)

10.00-11.00 Practical case demonstrations: Presentation and discussion of illustrative adult and 

pediatric AML cases

Willemijn Scholten (Amsterdam, NL)  

/ Margarita Maurer-Granofszky 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break

11:30-12:30 Hands-on Case Analysis Session: Interactive analysis of diagnostic and follow-up AML 

MRD cases for participants  

Margarita Maurer-Granofszky / 

Willemijn Scholten

Lunch on your own

14.00 Start ESCCA Conference

Flow-cytometry is a diagnostic technique that allows a multiparametric, fluorence-based assessment of surface, cytoplasmic and nuclear 

antigen expression on a suspension of blood, bone marrow or solid-tissue cells. Besides having a key role in acute leukemia lineage 

assessment, multiparametric flow cytometry (MFC) has a fundamental role in response assessment by the evaluation of Measurable 

residual disease (MRD). MRD has emerged as a powerful prognostic biomarker in acute leukemia, deeply influencing risk stratification, post-

remission management, and transplant decision-making both in adult and pediatric settings. Advances in MFC have increasingly enabled 

sensitive detection of leukemic persistence, uncovering disease dynamics that are imperceptible with conventional morphology. Despite 

these technological developments, important challenges remain regarding standardization, interpretation, timing of assessments, and 

integration of MRD into therapeutic algorithms across diverse patient populations. In this workshop we will illustrate the current state of 

the art, guidelines and standization efforts carried on by expert laboratories and scientific organizations, we will highlight differences and 

similarities between children and adult monitoring, we will show exemplificative cases and we'll allow the participants to challenge 

theirselves in the hands-on session.

ESCCA 2026
Salzburg, Austria

9-12 September 2026


